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Weekly PPG Update 23.12.25



1. Dorset Oral Health Programme

The Dorset Oral Health Programme has been co-designed with Public Health and a university partner to transform oral health in Dorset. The work has been recognised nationally, and the team are now co-authors developing the Chief Dental Officer England National Framework for Improving Oral Health in rural and coastal areas. Mobile dental vans have bene rolled out supporting vulnerable communities including people experiencing homelessness and victims of domestic violence.

Dorset residents can also access urgent care via 111 with 26,000 appointments accessed since March this year. This is just the start of a journey to change the dental landscape in Dorset for the better.

For more information, please go to: https://staywelldorset.nhs.uk/options/dental/ 


1. Medicines management

The Medicines Team has worked on shared objectives with system pharmacy and medical leaders to reduce overprescribing, unplanned admissions, and improved medicines spending. This work has achieved £7m of efficiencies and resulted in 24,000 people having a person-centred review resulting in an observed drop in admissions for frail patients. The Only Order What You Need campaign was so successful it won a national award, and the Dorset Communications Team made the assets available so that over 70 other areas across the country are benefiting from using these resources. For more information, please go to:  https://ourdorset.org.uk/media/project/only-order-what-you-need/ 


1. University Hospitals Dorset (UHD) – Transformation awareness survey (attachment)

UHD is looking to get feedback from local residents on some of the changes that will happen, including the Emergency Dept in Poole moving over to a new, larger ED at Royal Bournemouth Hospital.

Please find attached a poster for you to share with staff and members of the public, promoting a feedback survey we currently have open.

Your help is greatly appreciated,

Kind regards,

Greg Allen | Transformation Communications Assistant
 
Communications - Royal Bournemouth Hospital - Education centre
University Hospitals Dorset


1. Patients Association Survey – Resident Doctors’ Strike

The Patients Association exists to ensure that patient voices are heard. We're keen to understand how the resident doctors' strike affects patients. Whether your care was delayed, changed, or not impacted at all, your feedback will help us to learn more about patient experiences.

You can share your views and experiences here: Your voice matters, share your experience of the December resident doctors' strike Survey


1. Healthwatch Dorset - Vaccinations

Flu levels are on the rise, but there are still plenty of options for people to have their flu vaccination including walk in clinics running in the community. People can also visit their local pharmacy or contact their GP. Find out more here:

https://staywelldorset.nhs.uk/vaccinations/flu/


1. Digital Health – Stay Well Dorset

Stay Well Dorset has recently launched two apps for heart failure in Dorset and you can find more information on these (and other health apps) here: Digital health – Stay Well Dorset


And finally …… 🎶 All I Want For Christmas 🎶 is for us all to have a peaceful festive season (however you may be celebrating – or not!) and a very Happy New Year. It’s been another great year of patient participation, learning from patients and hearing what really matters to our Dorset population, so as always, thank you so so much for all your support this year, and let’s do it all again in 2026!
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